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Thai Gay Men and Trans Women in Religious and Ritual Spaces
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Gays and Ordination: Sexual Identity and Thai Gay Men’s Attitudes to
Buddhist Ordination in Urban Thai Society
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from Beyond the Monastery Walls
wediEs Sundidew uazaiams wluls (Pongthorn Chanlearn & Natthaporn

Manojai)

- @ A & = A 4
3. gunzmeaiuun (waanu): Wonssuuazauyenemau luTanti-we Tanwih
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Freelance Gay Spirit Mediums and Kathoey Spiritual Entrepreneurs:
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When “Spirits” Become “Doctors”: Identity and Reformulations of
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Marvellous Ritual Aesthetics, Digital Spaces and Queer Spiritual
Entrepreneurs in Thailand
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Naga Tourism and the Social Influence of Isan Trans Fortune-teller: The Capitalist

Aspirations and Divinatory Performance of Isan Trans Woman Fortune-teller In the
Social Media Platform

Poonnatree Jiaviriyaboonya

This research paper has been inspired by the fascinated life- experience of the well-known
Thai trans woman fortune-teller Nathaorn Noppakor, commonly known by her nicknames
“Toktak A4” or “Mor Du (fortune-teller) Toktak.” Mor Du Toktak is much more than a fortune-
teller. Her celebrity status has provided a platform for her to become a much- sought-after
digital marketing influencer, a spiritual tourist guide and a policy maker for Thailand’s national
parliament. This paper explores how the trans fortune-teller Mor Du Toktak defines the notions
of wealth and beauty through various forms of divinatory service. This paper will focus on the
key divinatory activities of Mor Du Toktak including the online divinatory service via social
media platform and the Naga tourism marketing influencer. Drawing on in-depth interviews
with Mor Du Toktak and her clients, as well as the ethnographic study of her ritual networks,
both in person and online, this paper aims to analyze how the advice and guidance the Isan
trans fortune-teller delivers to the clients in the contexts of online divination and Naga spiritual
tourism can explain about the notions of wealth and beauty that are important in the capitalist
market economy. The increasing power of “Cult of Wealth,” as argued by Peter Jackson (2022),
highlight the influences of capitalism, liberal market economy, and new media transform
patterns, contents, and meanings of Cult of Wealth to be a form of modern material culture.
Mor Du Toktak’s one-stop service divinatory deliver, including the role of Naga tourism’s
marketing influencer, seem to reconfirm Jackson’ s argument that capitalist market economy
and new media play a key role in the increasing fashion of cult of wealth. This paper argues
that the online divinatory service and Naga tourism campaign as introduced by the celebrity
trans fortune-teller can explain particularly about the alternative conceptualization of wealth
and beauty that can be explored by diverse gender agencies through the challenge of the

patriarchal ideology and heterosexual norms so deeply rooted in Thai society.
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Asst. Prof. Dr.

has attended the 15 International Conference on Thai Studies (ICTS1S15),
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on July 11- 13, 2024
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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR SUCHADA PONGKITTIWIBOON, Ph.D
Faculty Dean & Conference Chair ICTS15/ YF7K6A-CE000014




No. 8110/0758 (150) Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,

Burapha University

169 Long Hard-Bangsaen Road
Saensuk Sub-District Muang Chonburi
District, Chonburi, Thailand 20131

3 May B.E. 2567 (2024)

Dear Poonnatree Jiaviriyaboonya,

Nakhon Phanom University
Subject: Acceptance Letter

On behalf of the Conference Committee for the 15" International Conference on Thai
Studies, 11" - 13" July 2024 at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Burapha University,
Chonburi, Thailand. This letter confirms your presentation titled “Divinatory Performance, Naga
Tourism and the Alternative Conceptualizations of Wealth and Beauty by a Celebrity Trans
Woman Fortune-teller” has been accepted for an oral presentation. We believe that your
presentation and participation in general discussions will make a significant contribution to the
conference.

You can find regularly updated information about the conference on our website:
https://icts15.huso.buu.ac.th/

We are looking forward to seeing you at Burapha University.

Yours sincerely,

LFren WA imerns”
1
Associate Professor Dr.Suchada Pongkittiwiboon

Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Acting President of a Burapha University.
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